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[he Cauſes of the Fas rt, appointed by the GCGEneERALL ASSEMBL 


_ to be kept the laſt VVedneſday of e March. 1645. 


FROrHe wrath of GOD incumbent on us, waxing more and more hote, and threatning day by day greater deſt 
BaYN calleth and cricth aloud to prepare our ſelves To meet our God, To acknowledge our offences,and Seek | 
9 Though one of the cauſes of our laſt ſolemne Humiliation ( to wit, the ſlow progreſle of the much wit 

QA deſired Work of Reformation, and intended Uniformitie in Publike Worſhip, and Kirk-Government \ 

74% fair way and good meaſure removed by our gracious LORD, whoisa G OD that heareth Prayer, a 

PX inthe midſt of Wrath remembreth Mercy; yet all the reſt of the Cauſes, both of the evil of Sin and 
, are rather increaſed than abated. | | 
1. Theunnarturall bloody War between King and Subjects ſtill continueth , and though this War be fomentec 
ind Prelaricall Faction, by Malignants, Delinquents, and their Complices ; By the Queen, her compaſhng Sea a 
[a Yet for any thing we can ſee or learn , Our King, led by ill counſel], is guilty of ſhedding much innocent 


Sea and Land, whereof we have preſently dolcfull experience, in ſending againit us cruell Iriſhes, Skilfull to deſtro 
Theſe bloody Butchers , led by one excommunicate, perfidious in the Covenant , do range and run from place te 

{ ring, Spoiling, Burning, Slaying, withour any reſped to Sex or-Age , they practiſe all miſchief, and proſper; ap 
te, as ofthe LORD his feeding and fitting of them to the day of ſlaughter ; fo of his anger and indignation agat 
Rock hath for a time ſold us, he goeth not forth with our Armies as before , he giveth not the wonted bleſling to 0 
' ns, northe former ſucceſle to our Expeditions : And not onely is the Sword of a Barbarous Enemy, eating Fle 


' ag Blood, but we are threatned alſo with the Plagues of Famine and Peſtilence, which is breaking out into divers C 
F 


+ ,| Countrey. 

; : ES 

| 'þ wonder: For 1. The whole head is ſick , and the whole heart faint : from the ſole of the foot unto the head there us no 
4, but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores, there is no Truth, no Mercie, nor knowledge of God in the Land : By Swearin 


. 


| jling, Stealing, and committing Adultery, they break out, and Blood toucheth Blood, None have taken to heart nor repente 
I Detaltion and Back-ſliding of our Kirk, intime of Prelacie ; Princes, Rulers, Paſtors, People, all have finned hain 
, {one fooliſhly : Theſe in whoſe hands the Sword of Juſtice is put, have been {low to execute Juſtice unpartially : The V 
-: |alſo in many places are often aſleep, keep ſilence, or ſpeak amiſſe, prove not faithfull, labour not upon the ſouls commit 
:h, forinſtruting and informing of their judgements , for quickning and reQitying of their affeftions towards the Wa 
- jorkof the LO R D,; but rather temporiſle, doing all things for the Time, and nothing for the Trueth ; they do rather] 
& \chen ſtrengthen heart and hand in the Work of the LORD, notwithſtanding of their Oath to the contrary, No mi 
Wc fore thatthe Multitude be over-grown with Prophanity, Security, Neutrality, and fall on murmurings againſt publike 6 
es for the common ſafety of the Kingdom, | 
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SITS 


FC ur Covenant doth binde usto Reformation of Judicatories,as well as to a Reformation of Perſons and Families,arjy 
tee thoſe who have Servants and Followers to endeavour their Reformation : But where is there any Reformation rg 
}L O R D is working wonders for advancing Religion in the;Power, Puritie, and Spiritualitie of it: But whereisny Pt 
te of Godlineſſe eMtound £ It 1s1ather hated and mocked, Chriſt and his Goſpel diſ-eſteemed : Many of all ranks dt 
meer formality, and content themſelves with the bare name of a Covenant, and of a Protefſion ; Yea , Sin did nevert 
Inc then now , though amidſt many Mercies on the one hand, and many ſad Judgements on the other. And amonegt 
are Covenanters, and ſtand in Arms tor the Covenant, nothing almoſt to be heard or ſeen , but fe-.full Oaths, 5h ; 
KINgs, Oppreſſions of very friends, Quarrellings, V Vhorings, Caroufings, and ſuch fearfull abominations, which mak 
Ko mourn. | ; 
| Nevera Nation hath taſted of higher Favours, of rarer Mercies : Yet whereis there any Nation leſſe deſerving 2 mol 
eſſe of the Works and Wonders of the LOR D, or more unthankfull 2 Not any more ready to forget unparalleld} 
z not any more prone to-Murmure, ro Quarrell , to Diſtruſt ; None more ready to kiſſe their own right hand , whe 
1s done ; None more ready to truſt in man, whenany thing is to be done ; None more ready to quarrell with God, & 
evil of his Way and Coyenant, when any thing is miſ-done : No looking up tothe Hand that [mites us, nor to the} 
dindes up and heales us. ; 
or theſe and ſuch like cauſes, Facob is given for 4 ſpoile, and Iſrael to the robbers. The worſt of the heathen are brought a 
Let1f we will beſtirre our ſelves tocall'on G O D, To lay hold on him, To wreſtle with him for the Bleſſing, To Ri 
r S1nS z; Our hardneſle of heart , our ſlight and ſuperficial performance of our former Faſts and Humiliations , we ni 
gent that there is yet hope in Iſracl : And though this be the time of Jacobs trouble, he ſhall afſuredly be ſaved our of 
he whe, becauſe of the glorious and ſtately Steps whereby the L O R D hath been pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf, inf 
Fes of Kat = Work, and now inthis Aſſembly : whereby we may eafily perceive, That he keepeth ſtill a purpoſe off 

as us, and aoth but H:de himſclf for a time, till we Seek him early, and Returnto him heartily. .| 
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\ y Printed at Edinburgh by Evan Tyler , Printer to the Kings moſt 
Wk Excellent eMajeſtie..s Anno 1645. 
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